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to get over this difficulty is to supply the missing names in the
text itself, and to insert them in the index. Often while pub-
lishing sources this point is overlooked on the presumption that
it is plain to an outside enquirer; but it must not be forgot-
ten that an index is mainly meant for the unacquainted reader
and not for the one who has studied the material. The cir-
cumstances in which an index is used by a reader do not allow
time for a detailed examination or scrutiny of the material it-
self with a view to detect the passages for which no entries
are furnished by the index. In short, the editing of a text
should be so accomplished as to facilitate the compilation of an
index with scientific thoroughness.

When separate identities of a personal name are estab-
lished on the evidence of their place or time, such identities
should be separately indicated in the index. But in cases of
doubtful identities such separation of entries becomes difficult.
It is not that place or time is always at our disposal for esta-
blishing these identities, and hence some other means have to
be devised to distinguish these entries in the index.

It should, however, be remembered that although it is
desirable to attend to the above details carefully, it is not always
practicable to do so. For instance, it is not possible to anti-
cipate the appellations that may be revealed with the advance
of study and research. It may, again, not be possible to fill
in names of peirsons or places in the texts in cases in which
their identity has not been previously established. The prin-
ciples of indexing discussed above aim at providing a scienti-
fic index, and although they are difficult to be enforced at all
times, their neglect can by no means be justified.